
FIXING 
A FRIENDLY 

GAME IS STILL 
MATCH-FIXING

]

Reading this could save your football career



You need to know the rules

The football authorities explicitly forbid the involvement of players 
in match fixing, at any level, and that includes friendly games. 

The sanctions imposed are overwhelmingly strict and could destroy 
your career. 

It is also forbidden for a player to give information to any third parties 
which is not publicly known, and which might be used from those third 
persons for betting or for any way whatsoever which could influence 
the course of a match. 

Match-fixing is a crime, also when it’s a friendly game

No matter if it is a friendly game or a World Cup final, fixing a game is 
a crime. 

When you fix or help to fix a match, for whatever reason, you risk 
not only a worldwide lifetime ban from football, but also criminal 
prosecution and a prison sentence. 

Think before you act and don’t participate in any fixed match. 

Recognize, Resist and Report

To prevent match-fixing, it is vital that you are able to recognize and 
resist a match-fixing approach. It is as important for friendlies, no 

matter if played in your country, abroad or during a training camp, as 
it is for competitive games.

 It often starts with friendlies and once you have agreed to manipulate 
a match, the fixers will be back asking you to fix competitive games. 

You need to report any suspicion of corrupt behaviour. Not reporting 
can lead to lengthy sanctions.

 Use the Red Button App or other trusted reporting mechanism.  

Don’t bet on your own sport

As a professional footballer, you are not allowed to bet on football 
or to ask someone to place a bet for you. 

That includes your own games, your opponents, other divisions or 
foreign leagues. 

	

Protect yourself and the integrity of football

The actors on the field of a play, official and competitive or not, are 
the sole link for fixers to control of a match. 

Match-fixing at any level destroys the very essence of sport. 

Without integrity, the game of football that we all love will lose its 
credibility, fans and sponsors.
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Protect yourself 
and THE integrity 
of football  

You need to know
the rules  

Match-fixing is a crime, 
also when it's 
a friendly game

Recognize,
Resist and Report 

Don’t bet on 
your own sport 

If you have any questions or doubts, contact your player association
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